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Facilitating international research cooperation

by supporting short-term research projects of visiting doctoral students in Estonia

Activity 5 of the ESF DoRa Programme

Supported activities

The aim of the support scheme is to facilitate an active participation of Estonian universities in the international circulation of knowledge and to increase the international profile of those universities and their doctoral programmes. The scheme supports short-term study and research visits of doctoral students to Estonian universities.

The DoRa programme offers funding to Estonian universities to support international doctoral students’ study and research visits lasting from 3 to 10 months. If no Estonian doctoral school specialises in the area concerned, brief research visits lasting from 1 to 2 months may also be supported. If there exists a doctoral school that specialises in the proposed area of studies/research, the shorter visit should be hosted by the doctoral school. 

Eligibility criteria for supervisors and academic units

Partner universities can obtain funding to cover a visit of an international doctoral student if that student will be supervised in Estonia by an outstanding researcher or creative artist (in the field of fine arts). The supervisor must be employed in the host academic unit, and the unit must have a record of successful defences of doctoral theses during the previous three years. 

Eligibility criteria for visiting doctoral students

The DoRa scholarship for visiting doctoral students can be awarded to fund research stays at Estonian universities of persons, who: 

· reside in a country other than the Republic of Estonia;

· are not enrolled in an Estonian higher education institution at the time the application is submitted;

· are admitted to a doctoral programme in their country of residence at an educational institution accredited by the government of that country;

· are preferably below 35 years of age;

· agree to stay in Estonia during the entire period for which the scholarship has been granted.

Terms and conditions of using DoRa scholarships

The host university and the visiting doctoral student must have concluded an agreement regarding the proposed stay. The university must check the student’s suitability for carrying out the proposed study and research work. The university is responsible for all formalities related to the admission of the doctoral student, including any checks of the candidate’s knowledge and previous qualifications, drafting any letters of invitation required for obtaining a residence permit, making arrangements for the payment of a stipend, etc. 

Visiting doctoral students must stay in Estonia for the duration of the period for which the scholarship has been granted. If the approved duration of the student’s stay needs to be extended or reduced, the extension or reduction must be approved by the Centre for Higher Education Development. If the stay is reduced, the stipend funding will also be reduced proportionately. In any case, the duration of the student’s stay in Estonia must not fall below the minimum stipulated in the programme’s requirements.

International doctoral students receiving the DoRa scholarship for visiting doctoral students may not apply for any other governmental scholarships and awards intended for Estonian doctoral students, including the Kristjan Jaak and DoRa scholarships for short study visits abroad. Applications to create a DoRa supported doctoral student place for a student invited to Estonia on a DoRa scholarship for visiting doctoral students will not be considered. Visiting doctoral students are not allowed to use other scholarships funded by European Union Structural Funds (European Social Fund, European Regional Development Fund). 

Allocation of scholarships

DoRa-supported visiting doctoral students will be paid a monthly stipend in the amount of 6000 kroon per month.

In addition to the stipend, visiting doctoral students are entitled to a travel grant covering one return trip home, a grant to cover the cost of the student’s health insurance (if necessary) and the stamp duty payable on his/her residence permit. In order to obtain reimbursement for the corresponding payments from the Centre for Higher Education Development, the university must present the relevant expense receipts. The grant must not exceed 50% of the scholarship total. 

Supported students will receive a supplementary relocation grant in an amount of up to 4,000 kroon per month for each month stayed in Estonia, which can only be used for following costs:

· travel expenses (additional trips home during the academic year; additional travel costs if the regular travel grant is not sufficient);

· lease expenses (temporary accommodation costs in hostels, hotels etc., lease expenses);

· moving expenses (additional baggage charges, international cargo charges)
In the matter of using the relocation grant please contact your coordinator in the host university. Recipients of relocation grant must return an expense report regarding the use of the grant, and provide receipts covering the funds used.
A supported visiting doctoral student’s tuition must be covered from the inviting university’s own resources or from the funds of a research project or grant. 

Regular payment of stipends, travel grants and other grants/allowances is the responsibility of the host university. The payments will be reimbursed to the university by the Centre for Higher Education Development upon receiving a duly filled out payment application together with expense receipts. Payment applications may be submitted according to estimated amounts agreed by the parties, and may not be made more frequently than once a month. In order for the Centre for Higher Education Development to release the final instalment of a scholarship, the university must present the supported visiting student’s final report (report form).

Publicity requirements

Both the participating universities and supported doctoral students are required to inform the public of the fact that they receive support from the Structural Funds. The purpose of this requirement is to highlight the role of the European Union and the Estonian Government in the implementation of supported research projects. Participating universities must use the DoRa logo and the Structural Funds logo on any programme-related information materials. The students must cite the source of their grant in any articles and talks related to their studies. Failure to comply with these requirements will be regarded as a violation of the programme’s publicity policy. This may result in the termination of funding, or in the recipient being required to repay a part of the grant. In the case of specific questions regarding the publicity requirements and the use of logos, please consult with the Centre for Higher Education Development, Archimedes Foundation.

Deadlines and application documents

In the matter of deadlines and application documents please take contact with the coordinator in the host university. The participating universities are the Estonian Academy of Arts, the Estonian Business School, the Estonian University of Life Sciences, the Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre, Tallinn University of Technology, Tallinn University and the University of Tartu.
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