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Expanding the pool of specialists holding PhDs by supporting the enrolment of talented international students in doctoral programmes of Estonian universities
Activity 4 of the ESF DoRa Programme

Supported activities

The aim of the support scheme is to facilitate an active participation of Estonian universities in the international circulation of knowledge, to raise the international profile of those universities and their doctoral programmes, to expand the pool of highly educated specialists serving the Estonian public sector and businesses in technology-intensive areas and to support the enrolment of talented and highly motivated international students in doctoral programmes of Estonian universities.

Requirements for academic units and supervisors
The DoRa programme offers funding to support the studies of international students in the doctoral programmes of participating universities in priority areas specified in Estonia’s research, development and innovation strategy. These subject areas are information and communication technology, materials technology, environmental technology, biotechnology, power engineering and health.

Supplementary doctoral student places will be eligible for funding if they are created for studies in a programme that has received full accreditation. A supervisor appointed to the doctoral student from the university must meet the following requirements: 

   -  during the preceding 10 years, he or she has supervised at least one doctoral student or three research Master’s students (pursuing a 4 + 2 years programme), who has or who have successfully defended his/her thesis or their theses; 

   -   he or she is the lead or principal investigator in a research theme that receives targeted funding, or in another high-level research project which his or her research team is conducting independently or in cooperation with Estonian or international partners (the name and status (doctoral student, research fellow) of other individuals involved in the project must be shown). 

The research topic of the doctoral student and that of the supervisor must be closely related.

Eligibility criteria for candidates 

Candidates to be admitted to doctoral student places created with support from the DoRa programme must:

· reside in a country other than the Republic of Estonia; 

· during the preceding three years, not have resided in Estonia for a total period exceeding one year; 

· have less than four years of research experience (counted work experience from the day the candidate received the academic degree that qualifies him/her to be admitted to doctoral studies);

· start their doctoral studies at a participating Estonian university in the academic year specified in the grant application submitted by the university. 

By way of exception the candidates may have resided in Estonia for a total period exceeding one year during the preceding three years, when they have studied and defended MA degree in Estonian university.
The candidate must possess an education that entitles him/her to be admitted to doctoral studies. The host university must verify the correspondence of that education to the relevant Estonian qualification requirements.
Terms and conditions of using DoRa grants
Doctoral students who study on student places supported by the programme must commence their studies in Estonia in the academic year for which the student place was created. Grant applications may also be made on behalf of doctoral students who have been admitted to the applying university before the creation of a supported student place, provided those students fulfil the eligibility criteria regarding previous stay in Estonia, which must not exceed one year. Nevertheless, since funding cannot be approved retroactively, such students may only receive support for the period starting with the semester specified by CHED (Centre for Higher Education Development, Archimedes Foundation).
The host university is responsible for all formalities related to the admission of the doctoral student, including any checks of the candidate’s knowledge and previous qualifications, drafting any letters of invitation required for obtaining a residence permit, making arrangements for the payment of stipends, etc. Should the student need to change his/her supervisor or the research topic during the study period, this must be approved by the CHED.

As a rule, doctoral students are expected to stay in Estonia for the duration of their studies, except for summer breaks, trips to conferences, authorised study-related secondments and semesters abroad, etc. Supported doctoral students who wish to extend a continuous stay abroad over 3 months must obtain a corresponding authorisation from the CHED. Supported students are entitled to apply for any other national scholarships and awards they may be eligible for, including the Kristjan Jaak and DoRa scholarships for short study visits abroad. 
Doctoral students are not allowed to use other scholarships funded by European Union Structural Funds (European Social Fund, European Regional Development Fund) excluding the scholarships named in the guide of ESF programme DoRa activity 4. 

Supported students are also entitled to academic leave and the extension of study period, on the same basis as regular students studying at Estonian universities. Stipend and tuition payments will be suspended for the duration of the academic leave.

Please note that all activities within the DoRa programme must be concluded at the latest by May 31, 2015. Applications for final payments in relation to supported doctoral student places will be considered only if the student has successfully completed the defence of his/her thesis before that date. 
Allocation of stipends

International doctoral students will be paid a monthly stipend 6000 Estonian kroon per month, payable throughout the calendar year. 
Supported students will receive during the nominal length of studies a supplementary relocation grant in an amount of up to 50,000 kroon per year, which can only be used for following costs:

· travel expenses (travel costs related to the admission procedures, additional trips home during the academic year; additional travel costs if the regular travel grant is not sufficient; family member`s travel expenses to Estonia);
· lease expenses (accommodation costs related to the admission, temporary accommodation costs in hostels, hotels etc., lease expenses);
· moving expenses (additional baggage charges, international cargo charges)

In the matter of using the relocation grant please contact your coordinator in the host university. 
Recipients of relocation grants must return an expense report regarding the use of the grant, and provide receipts covering the funds used. 
During the standard study period, in addition to the stipend, supported students are entitled to a travel grant covering one return trip home (named in application) in each year of study, a grant to cover the cost of the student’s health insurance (if necessary) and the stamp duty payable on his/her residence permit. In order to obtain reimbursement for the corresponding payments from the CHED, the university must present the relevant expense receipts with travel tickets (boarding passes). Reimbursements are subject to maximum rates stipulated in the resolution creating the supported student place.

The regular payment of stipends, travel grants and other grants/allowances is the responsibility of the host university. The payments will be reimbursed to the university by the CHED upon receiving a duly filled out payment application together with expense receipts (applicable for the mobility costs). Payment applications may be submitted according to estimated amounts agreed by the parties, and may not be made more frequently than once a month. Costs which have not been listed in the agreement/annex will not be reimbursed.
Payments in relation to a supported student place will be made to the university only then the student has passed the annual progress review. This means that the university will only receive the tuition payment if the student completes all coursework scheduled for the academic year. Should it turn out that the university has used grant funds for purposes other than those stipulated in the agreement, the university will be required to repay the grant. 

Reporting

By September 1 each year, partner universities must submit to the CHED current transcripts of academic record and the latest annual progress reviews of supported doctoral students. These are the basis for the CHED to release funds covering the previous year’s tuition and stipend payments for the next year. Certified copies of the documents proving completion of a supported student’s studies must be submitted to the CHED within 90 days following successful defence of a doctoral thesis by the student. 

Publicity requirements

Both the participating universities and supported doctoral students are required to inform the public of the fact that they receive support from the Structural Funds. The purpose of this requirement is to highlight the role of the European Union and the Estonian Government in the implementation of supported research projects. Participating universities must use the DoRa logo and the Structural Funds logo on any programme-related information materials. The students must cite the source of their grant in any articles and talks related to their studies. Failure to comply with these requirements will be regarded as a violation of the programme’s publicity policy. This may result in the termination of funding, or in the recipient being required to repay a part of the grant. In the case of specific questions regarding the publicity requirements and the use of logos, please consult with the CHED.

Deadlines and application documents

In the matter of deadlines and application documents please take contact with the coordinator in the host university. A supported student place for an international student will be created on the basis of the university’s application.

Under Activity 4, the DoRa programme invites grant applications from Estonian universities that are running accredited PhD curricula in priority areas specified in the research, development and innovation strategy. At the time of DoRa’s approval, these universities included the Estonian University of Life Sciences, Tallinn University of Technology, Tallinn University and the University of Tartu.
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